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Treasury Department, United States Marine-Hospital Service. Published in accordance 
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with act of Congress approved February 15, 1 



Vol. XV. Washington, D. 01, February 23, 1900. No. 8. 

UNITED STATES. 

BERIBERI AND THE PLAGUE. 

On January 30 the steamship Nanyo Maru, arrived at Port Townsend 
Quarantine, having had 2 cases of sickness en route. There was 1 
death at the quarantine station, bearing all the symptoms chiefly of 
beriberi, but the quarantine officer was unwilling to rest upon this 
diagnosis and held the vessel and passengers to await bacteriological 
examination of some of the tissues of the dead body. The result of 
this examination gave the plague bacilli. The following message was 
thereupon sent to all quarantine stations ; by telegram to those on the 
Pacific coast and the Gulf, and by letter to those on the Atlantic 
coast: 

Cases supposed beriberi on steamer arriving at Port Townsend on 
subsequent investigation proved plague. * * * Proper precautions 
taken at beginning by Foster, hence no danger. This to put you on 
guard for careful diagnosis beriberi. 

The Nanyo Maru is still held in quarantine. There have been 
altogether 17 cases and 3 deaths. 

[Reports to the Surgeon-General United States Marine-Hospital Service.] 

A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE PLAGUE EPIDEMICS IN HONGKONG, CHINA, 

DURING 1894, 1896, 1898, AND 1899. 

[By P. A. Surg. J. C. Perry, on duty in office United States consul-general, Hongkong, 
July 22, 1899, to January 4, 1900 ; detailed as chief quarantine officer, Philippine 
Islands, January 17, under Executive order of January 3, 1900.] 

It would seem advisable and of interest to give a brief resume of the 
plague epidemics occurring in Hongkong during the years 1894, 1896, 
and 1898 before considering that just ended, as the same factors, favora- 
ble for the occurrence of the first epidemic, exist to a considerable 
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